An Annotated Bibliography on North Pacific Albatrosses

HuszrT FRINGS, MABLE FRINGS, and CARL FRINGS2

THREE SPECIES of albatrosses (Family Diome-
deidae) are breeding residents in the North
Pacific—Laysan Albatross (Diomedea immu-
tabilis), Black-footed Albatross (D. nigripes),
and Steller’s or Short-tailed Albatross (D.
albatrus). At various times each of these has
been decimated by man, and for some time D.
albatrus was believed to be extinct. Their fate
is by no means certain now, and scientific in-
terest in them is growing, particularly in the
two species resident on the Leeward Islands of
the Hawaiian chain (D. immutabilis and D.
nigripes). In our own attempts to gather in-
formation on these birds from the literature
we experienced great difficulty, for, while the
total number of published articles and books is
not too large, the bibliographies in published
works are incomplete or inaccurate, and the
papers are scattered in many journals. Accord-
ingly, we have attempted to prepare a bibliog-
raphy that is as complete as we can make it now.
Each reference has been read, classified, and
abstracted, and this publication embodies the
results.

This bibliography does not represent all of
the literature on the North Pacific albatrosses,
but we believe it includes all major works. We
have a few incomplete references which we
have been unable to verify or identify as yet.
When found these will be read and abstracted.
Also other references may turn up or be called
to our attention. We hope to be able to publish
these, as soon as all are found, in a supplement.

The bibliography is arranged alphabetically
and chronologically by first author. This is fol-
lowed by a combined taxonomic and subject
index. Each reference, besides containing the
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usual information, is followed by a group of
symbols within parentheses forming a symbolic
abstract, and by a brief statement of contents.
Since many longer wotks deal with more than
just these birds, relevant pages of larger papets
ate given; this should be useful for persons
wishing to order photocopies.

The following sample references illustrate
the system used in this bibliography:

Kaeding, Henry B. 1905. Birds from the West
Coast of Lower California and adjacent
islands. Condor 7:105-111. (Tech.; nig,
imm.; Dist.,, Ecol.) Sighting records with
notes on seasonal variation in numbers (p.
107).

Hattori, Toru. 1889. (The story of the Albatross
of Torishima.) [In Japanese.| Zool. Mag.
(Dobutsugaku Zasshi), Tokyo 1(12):405—
411. (Tech.; alb.; Gen.) Austin (1949):
general wotk on behavior, reproduction, and
habits.

The first of the symbols within the paren-
theses, before the semicolon, indicates the level
of writing of the author. The four designa-
tions used are:

Tech.: technical, scholatly, scientific pre-
sentation
S. Tech.: semitechnical, scholarly, but less
formal and more anecdotal
S. Pop.: semipopular, written for the edu-

cated layman, with few technical
terms

Pop.: popular, entirely nontechnical

These classifications imply no judgment of the
validity of the information presented; popular
articles, for instance, may be of great value for
certain studies.

Next, followed by a second semicolon, are
the species discussed:

nig.: D. nigripes

imm.: D. immuntabilis

alb.: D. albatrus
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The last part of the material within the paren-
theses gives the subject categories discussed. If
five or more of the subject categories are covered
for one species, the article is termed general
(Gen.). The following are the subject headings
used:

Desc.: description, taxonomy, and colora-

tion

Dist.: geographical distribution
Morph.: morphology and measurements

Phys.: physiology

Behav.: behavior, social and sexual habits,
communication, flight, etc.

Repr.: reproduction, nesting, life cycles,
egg descriptions, embryology, de-
velopment of young

Ecol.: ecology, populations, food, inter-
specific relationships

Prac.: practical relations with man, dep-

redations by man, captivity, bird-
strike problem

Following the symbolic abstract is a sentence
giving information about the work not obvious
from the abstract, or further characterizing it.
This sentence is followed, in some cases, by
page numbers in parentheses. These are the
pages on which information about albatrosses
is found.

Now we may interpret the Kaeding reference.
It is a technical publication about both Black-
footed and Laysan Albatrosses, dealing with
their distribution and ecology, patticularly as
noted in the short statement. The relevant page
in this article is 107.

The second illustrative reference shows some
other points. The title is in parentheses, mean-
ing that it is a translation of the original Japa-
nese. At the beginning of the sentence is the
notation: Austin (1949) ; this means that we
did not read the work, but take the informa-
tion from Austin’s article. The only other sec-
ondary source used was that of Baker (1951).

The bibliography is followed by an index
arranged by species, and under each, by subject
headings, which are the same as those listed
above. The symbolic abstract shows the largest
number of subjects for all the species. In the
index, on the other hand, only relevant subject
references are listed for each species. For ex-
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ample, in the Kaeding reference above, distri-
bution is discussed for both D. nigripes and D.
immutabilis, but ecology only for the former.
Therefore, in the index the reference is not
listed under ecology for the Laysan Albatross.
Thus, if one wishes to know whether a reference
has information on a specific subject listed in
the symbolic abstract for a particular species,
he can determine this from the index.

In some of the older articles modern names
were not used, and interpretation was necessary.
In a few cases it was impossible to tell which
species was meant. In such cases, a question
mark is placed after the species symbol, indicat-
ing that the species listed is our best guess.

We would like to express our appreciation to
Mildred Arinoki for her conscientious work on
typing and checking the manuscript.
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154-155, 161, 174, 201, 213, 337,
345).

Arnold, Lee W. 1948. Observations on
populations of North Pacific pelagic
birds. Auk 65:553—558. (Tech.; nig.,
alb.; Dist.) Records of sightings and
radar “‘sightings” (pp. 555-558).
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birds of Northwestern Alaska and
regions adjacent to Bering Strait,
Parts 1 and IV. Condor 27:20-32;

39.

40.

41.

43,

44.

46.

315
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(pp- 57, 63).

Barrett-Hamilton, Gerald E. H. 1903.
Remarks on the flight and distribution
of the albatrosses of the North Pa-
cific Ocean. Ibis, 8th Ser., 3:320-324.
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Bent, Arthur Cleveland. 1922. Life his-
tories of North American Petrels and
Pelicans and their allies. Smithsonian
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group. Part 1. Elepaio 1:63-64. (S.
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1944. Contribution to the ornithol-
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75. Bryan, William Alanson. 1901. Key to
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Lore 12:90-93. (S. Pop.; nig., imm.;
Prac.) Discussion of effects of poach-
ing on populations of sea-birds.
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(Tech.; nig.; Dist.) Sighting records
(p- 78).

Caldwell, Harry R., and John C. Cald-
well. 1931. South China Birds. Hester
May Vanderburgh, Shanghai. 447 pp.
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egg sizes, and possible origin of
North Pacific albatrosses (pp. 925—
926).

90. Cassin, John. 1858. United States Explor-
ing Expedition During the Years
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240, 309, 314, 318, 319, 330, 333, 343, 344
360, 377.



North Pacific Albatrosses—FRINGS ef al. 337

DISTRIBUTION: 2, 3, 31, 33, 36, 45, 46, 48, MORPHOLOGY: 46, 99, 100, 101, 141, 211,
51, 54, 55, 63, 64, 65, 67, 82, 85, 87, 88, 89, 316, 319, 328, 329, 333, 342, 344.
90, 93, 94, 99, 100, 101, 102, 104, 121, 122, BEHAVIOR: 26, 47, 51, 54, 63, 93, 104, 121,

123, 1244;, 135, 15(11, 152, 155, 157, 158, 159, 151, 181, 187, 210, 302, 303, 344, 360,
161, 174, 175, 176, 180, 187, 192, 199, 200, . ,

B0 07, 20,1200, 210, 214, 213, 215, 217, . “ETRODUCTION: 2,188, 89,7101, 102, 104,
218, 223, 226, 228, 229, 232, 234 235, 237, \2% 199, 200, 232, 234, 274, 275, 292, 302,
240, 261, 263, 275, 286, 290, 296, 309, 314, 0% 318, 319, 376, 377. :

316, 318, 319, 330, 333, 334, 335, 337, 338, ECOLOGY: 33, 47, 54, 63, 121, 151, 157,
341, 343, 344, 345, 346, 349, 350, 359, 360, 159, 187, 223, 240, 275, 296, 309, 314, 351.
363, 369, 371, 372, 374, 375, 376, 377, 379, PRACTICAL: 28, 35, 151, 157, 338, 351, 375,
380. 376.



